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Faithful 
return to 
in-church 
services 


By Rob Shikina 


rshikina@staradvertiser.com 


Shawna Kim arrived Sun- 
day at Hawaii Central Pres- 
byterian Church in the back 
of Manoa Valley, a few min- 
utes ahead of her first 
in-person church service 
since services were can- 
celed two months ago by 
the state lockdown to stop 
the new coronavirus. 

“Finally, we made it,” said 
Kim, who had been watch- 
ing online services 
and keeping in touch 
with fellow members 
by text message. “I’m 
kind of excited to see 
everybody.” 

Kim was wearing a 
mask, as all members 
were required to do, 
and brought her two 
sons, Sean and Robin Ok, 
for Sunday school. 

The Korean church re- 
opened following Mayor 
Kirk Caldwell’s Thursday 
order allowing in-person 


Please see CHURCH, A7 


Ross opens 
to delight 
of frugal 
shoppers 


By Michael Tsai 


mtsai@staradvertiser.com 


If two months in isolation 
taught the Lutu family any- 
thing, it was this: They 
needed more forks. 

Fortunately for Matt and 
Haili Lutu and their 1-year- 
old daughter, Kalisi, the 
door to deeply discounted 
flatware was just 30 yards 
and about 15 minutes away 
Sunday afternoon as they 
and a long but orderly line of 
fellow shoppers waited to 
enter the newly reopened 
Ross Dress for Less in Iwilei. 

The national discount 
chain closed all of its loca- 
tions, including 20 in Ha- 
waii, on March 20 to help 
prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. Select locations 
around the country began 
reopening May 15 to large 
crowds and, in McAllen, 
Texas, a brawl between cus- 
tomers. The Hawaii stores 


Please see ROSS, A6 
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Hawaiis Chinese American WWII vets 
and families await Congressional Gold Medals 


s this coronavirus- 
affected Memorial 
Day comes and goes, 
the clock is ticking 
painfully longer on 
overdue recognition for some 
remaining veterans. It’s be- 
come especially agonizing for 
the families of about 20,000” 
Chinese Americans who lived 
in Hawaii and on the mainland 
and, like Japanese nisei and 


By William Cole 


wcole@staradvertiser.com 


Filipino troops, fought for the 
country in World War II amid 
discrimination in society. 

The Congressional Gold 
Medal was to be awarded col- 
lectively to the Chinese veter- 
ans — approximately 90% of 
whom are now deceased — 
in an April 29 ceremony at 
Emancipation Hall in the 
nation’s capital. Congress 
passed the recognition act 


in late 2018. 

The first regional ceremony 
was to be on Oahu on May 17 
at the Hilton Hawaiian Village. 
But the coronavirus outbreak 
led to a postponement of 
those plans, with the fall tar- 
geted for a Washington, D.C., 
recognition and a Hawaii cere- 
mony weeks after that. 


Please see MEDAL, A6 


PHOTO ILLUSRATION BY BRYANT FUKUTOMI / BFUKUTOMI@STARADVERTISER.COM 
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THE FINANCIAL LANDSCAPE IS CHANGING AND YOU 


CORONAVIRUS 
COVERAGE 
FOR THE 

LATEST UPDATES 
Get free access at 
staradvertiser.com/ 
coronavirus. 


HAWAII 


Maui on the mend 
As the case numbers 
dwindle, the Maui 
Memorial Medical 
Center staff looks back 
at its first run-in with a 
global pandemic. B1 


e Visitor numbers 
reached their highest 
level Saturday since 
state’s quarantine. B1 
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e Archers, whose targets 
are 15-20 feet apart, 
wonder why the ranges 
aren’t allowed to 
reopen like tennis 
courts. B2 


NATION 


Crowd warnings 
Memorial Day weekend 


draws crowds and 
triggers warnings. A4 


e Staying motivated 
when stuck inside is the 
key to staying healthy. 
Extra Health, A9 


THE CASES 
COVID-19-POSITIVE CASES 
As of May 24 at noon 


New cases: 0 


COUNTY NEW CASES 
Honolulu 


Hawaii 


Maui 


Kauai 


ojolojo|o 


Out-of-state 
Hawaii resident* 


TOTAL 643 


Deaths 17 


Hospitalization 84 


Released from 591 
isolation** 


* Hawaii residents diagnosed 
out of state 


** Includes infection cases 
that now meet the isolation 
release criteria 


Source: State Department 
of Health 
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0 SHOULD T00. DITCH YOUR HIGH-RATE CREDIT CARD AND 
VA TRANSFER THE BALANCE TO A UHFCU VISA CREDIT CARD. 


APR” YOU'LL ENJOY A FIXED RATE OF 8.50% APR AND YOU 
a WON'T PAY ANY BALANCE TRANSFER OR ANNUAL FEES. 


eT AN INSTANT-DECISION’* AT UHFCU.COM 
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